Gary’s Sermon

One of his disciples said to Jesus, Teach us to pray.”

It’s a simple request but what does it mean? What is prayer? Perhaps you are one of the

 lucky ones who understand what prayer is all about but many people who even hold to a 

strong faith are not so sure!

Prayer for many is like a foreign land. When we go there, we go as tourists. Like most

 tourists, after a while we feel uncomfortable and somewhat out of place and we feel the

 need to move on and go somewhere else.

Why do many people think of prayer as a chore or a religious work required by our faith?

Or why do they feel intimidated that they don’t have the right words or know the proper

 forms? Let us explore the gospel some more!

When speaking to the disciples Jesus challenges them in the scary statement: Sell your 

possessions and give alms to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that do not wear out,

 an unfailing treasure in heaven where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For

 where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

I can truthfully say that if that is how to get to heaven, I have missed the boat! Probably

 there are some who could meet this challenge but for most it is a challenge too far!

So what are we to make of it? We live in a world where there are so many things

 clamouring for our attention and it is easy to lose our focus. Jesus is calling us to prioritise

 our thinking. Such a call to focus our lives on God in our world often seems extremely

 difficult. As followers of Jesus and his teachings we need to try to understand how we

 should live our lives.

Speaking for myself it is easy to get lost in thoughts to do with financial matters such as

 checking regularly on my Superannuation account, acquiring more and more possessions,
 
spending more and more on a lifestyle that exceeds my needs. It often seems that to

 succeed in this life we just need be bigger and better than our neighbour and be more well

 off. We only have to look at the billionaires and multi-millionaires who are so often

 mentioned as being important, to see how success is often calculated. The dollar is the

 measure! Spending $50 million on a wedding is money well spent for one of these

billionaires.

I have to continually say to myself that my key word for day to day living is the word

 ENOUGH. Have I got enough and there is no need to have extra clothes, shoes or the

 multitude of other things that we hear we need through advertising. ENOUGH! 

Luke’s gospel reading has three distinct parts to it. First, we have the ending of a saying of

 Jesus regarding money that begins in Luke 12.22, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about

 your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than

 food, and the body more than clothing.” There is the encouragement to not be afraid and

 to store up treasures in heaven, rather than on earth. It seems that Jesus is not suggesting

 an ascetic life like that lived by a monk in a closed order, but rather we should

 properly reflect on our possessions and lifestyle.

Then the latter parts of Jesus words, if taken literally, raise major questions and difficulties.

They are concerned with spreading the good news and preparing for Jesus’ return.

 They create anxiety and anticipation for the coming of Christ again if taken literally.  The

 message is “be prepared and you will be saved”. Being prepared will make us ready for his

 return and, I believe, will be centred on healing, justice, love, grace and peace which are to 

be sought in the here and now!

In the world in which we live today these should be front and centre when you see the

 extreme suffering that is taking place. It is not enough just to use words, action must

 follow!

This theme is one that applies to individuals and to the wider Church and to our Church of St

 Chad’s in particular. Are we there to help others in need? Have we considered the issues of 

peace and justice and then do we act out of a feeling of hope and love. These are tough

 questions but I believe that this group of people who worship here together are a 

wonderful, caring and considerate family who do what they can to reach out to the needs of 

others. May the wider Church have this same sense of justice and of a willingness to reach

 out to the needs of family, friends, neighbours and the terrible suffering of so many

 in so many places.

Finally, we should end with the other message of today’s gospel, that God’s wish for us is

 peace and that all of God’s “treasures” have been given to us so that we do not need to be

 afraid. Let us move forward with hearts full of thankfulness, hope and peace praying for our

 loved ones and for so many out there in so many places that are going through hell on a

 day to day basis.

Therefore I tell you, do not be worried about your life….. is the message from today’s

 gospel but I would add that we should look beyond self to the needs of others!

