PENTECOST 8 – Luke12: 13-21
Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, our source of power and inspiration, give us strength and joy in serving you as followers of Christ who lives and reigns in the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever Amen                      
You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared whose will they be: So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but  NOT RICH TOWARDS GOD. Luke 12 :20    Tough words from Jesus but those are the words we need to hear in our time. We are too preoccupied with material things cars, houses, clothes and we have failed to understand that our life depends on Gods earth and we are the stewards. The floods, earthquakes and other weather related disasters have failed to convince us that our lifestyle is threatening life on earth. Materialism has blinded us from acting to save God’s creation and our own life. The Gospel reading speaks to us about the heavenly nature of our faith, we are citizens of heaven and not the earth.
This is one of the first in a series of stories in Luke that reveals how we all tend to forget who the earth belongs to and how we ought to live on it. We are all servants of God and we must live sensibly, caringly and generously with others.
Jesus is confronted by a man in a very bad mood. We read that people are drawn to Jesus with their problems. After all he gave the invitation: Come unto me all you are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. On that basis of his caring and good natured spirit people were drawn to Jesus for help in solving their problems. Don’t we pray when problems arise, pray for guidance, pray when the problem is dissolved ? Yes we do!       The word that is missing from this reading is PLEASE, and the other words which are very prominent is I and mine.                                                                                                                                                                                               
[bookmark: _GoBack]The man in the crowd has no influence or power in his family situation and he wants Jesus to do something about it;  but Jesus replies that he is not an arbitrator of inheritance, but a teacher of spiritual faith.  The Torah describes the rules of inheritance: double portion for first born Deut 21:17, line of inheritance Num 27:17.  The custom- eldest receives and out of generosity he gives to the siblings., the young man is not happy. The man’s self interest clashes with Jesus, while he is teaching the crowds. But Jesus says to the crowd that all will face opposition and the Holy Spirit will give them the right words when they are dragged before the authorities. The man interjects and reveals he has not heard Jesus, he is disruptive and inappropriate;  he is only concerned about his own problem.; he is consumed by greed and a desire for material gain. The issue here is not ownership OF possessions but ownership BY possessions.                                                                                                                                                               
Jesus sees this man’s greed and uses this opportunity to teach about the danger of greed. Jesus tells us to watch out and be on our guard against all kinds of greed. I remember when Covid hit the world, tinned food was stocked up , recipes started doing the rounds, making own bread we went into  survival mode, people bought and fought over toilette paper! Filling up their “barns” People are strange creatures. Most probably it created security and fulfilment we have  so I am okay. Many people turned to Christ .But true life is not found in abundance of possessions but in a relationship with God. 
Jesus follows up with the parable of the rich fool.. The rich fool plans bigger barns for his harvest , enjoys his possessions, not sharing with anyone, not giving to the needy. MINE all mine. He wanted to retire with his abundance and enjoy a good life. He says to himself, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years,, relax eat drink and be merry. He does not think about the poor does not think of others , the community or even his own family, it did not matter to him. But God laughs at the rich man’s foolishness., today your life will be taken from you, you will return to the dust from which you were formed., so it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but not rich towards God. Jesus has a claim on his life. Who would then own his farms, his crops? He dies unexpectedly leaving everything behind.  Jesus says with those who live only unto themselves are  not thoughtful of God and God’s creation, when it comes to things they possess.                                          Life ends, where will they be then!                                                                                                                                                                                                         The  rich fool’s folly --he was so focused on earthly possessions that he neglected his relationship with God and His eternal destiny. Barns were not filled with true riches, but with earthly treasures he could not take with him.  We can say in our day that the rich fool represents powerful multinational companies and governments that value the world only in economic terms. We have to accept that we all depend on the earth for our survival. Like the rich fool we may accumulate money but that money is dependent on ecological wellbeing. Unless we act to protect the earth it is foolish to think that money will constitute what life is.it is inconceivable that we have so much wealth in the world and yet we still have millions living in abject poverty and millions of people are dying from starvation. Our responsibility  to one another are aspects of this parable. We must learn to see God in the whole creation. The rich fool focussed on earthly riches instead of storing up heavenly treasures. Heavenly treasures include a relationship with God, love, joy, peace, eternal life, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control. If we live by the Spirit let us also walk by the spirit. Earthly possessions are temporary and lose their value. Do not let greed take over or  it will become the God you serve.                                                                                                                                                                                                     Life is not about accumulating wealth but about being rich towards God. Being rich towards God means promoting the common good as God’s missioners on earth.  To be rich towards God means love and being keepers of God’s creation.                   
Our faith is our treasure and we need to be  good treasure keepers, firstly looking after the precious gift of our own faith, the faith of our families and our parish community. A treasure is embedded in our parish. We, the people of this parish, have discovered the great value of that treasure present in the midst of our parish; we guard it, we work for it, and we are prepared to be stewards of the treasure of the faith of our parish.   It is sad that some people see the church as a supply station /servo which they use when they need something, for those persons the church is a supply station not a home. A home is a family we belong to it. We give much to it and we get much from it. The church our home becomes our life, the most precious place for our lives. If we see the church in this way of a great treasure then we will never say: Let others look after our parish, or we must go to the parish when we need something or the council needs to see to it. NO we have discovered the greatest of all treasures OUR FAITH, and we know that the parish community is the place where this treasure will be celebrated. We will take part in safeguarding this treasure. We will be its stewards. We must be the stewards of God’s creation. Let us give thanks to the Lord for our faith, for he is good his love endures forever.
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all its righteousness.
Prayer:
Lord you have taught us to be good stewards of all you have given us. We thank you for the many blessings that flow from your generous love. Help us to understand our faith as the greatest treasure of all.                      Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Psalm 51:10
